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“Bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ”

2 Corinthians I0:5

Set Free Ministries of Missouri and Hlinois P.O. Box 22006 St. Louis Misseuri 63126 - 0006 wwiw.ammanscorrespondenceschool.org

GoD’s GRACE PROVISION FOR TEMPTATION

reetings in the mighly name of the true God and Eternal Life Jesus Cheist! (1
fohn:5:20; Titus 2:12). He is our Savior {Deliverer} from sin’s penally {Rom 5:8; Heb

7). from sin's power in our dally life (Rom ©:8; 8:2), and from sin’s presence in and effect
on our bady {1Cor 15:50-58; Rev 21:4). This is the good news of your pas, present. and
future savation! Actually, this gocd news is the answer to your struggle with sin as a
believer. | will explain this, but you are responsible fo belive it and, therefore, live in light of
it, that i, live depending on it to be tue (Jas 1:21-25). Our Faihier wants a dose
relationship with us. so He has abundanlly spoken fo us in His Word. His Words are Yife lo
those who believefobey them. As our thoughts and ways conform lo His, we come
progressively into agreement and further enjoy happy fellowship with Him (Psalm 119:3.
TS 11, 50, 105; Prov 4:20-22; Heb

#12; Amos 3:3; 2 Timothy 3:16-
17). The Emmaus courses will help
{ you a great deal to know what God is
- saying to you. Deliverance comes by
knowing what God says and then
believing/obeying it. Our perspective
on the things of life is so ofien “ofl.”
Hence, the need io consistenily be
hearing His  thoughts  and
meditating/reflecting on how  they
differ from our own so that we know
how we ought to think and five.
Without His revelation we would
never know. God has not remained
silent, but we must strive in His Word
and hold fast to it to really hear what
: He has to say (Philipplans 2:15-16;

4:1; Proverbs 14:12; Is 55:8-9), Praise God for your sincerity, honesty, and desire to
please your Lord! We are striving to do the same and to help you 1o also, Now, [ noticed in
your letter that your thinking regarding a few things is not consistent with God's thinking,
Herein lies your confusion! When our thinking does not malch up wilh His, we need to fake
sides with God against our own frawed thinking. This is essential for having a sound mind {a
mind in agreement with God's mindfuill} and for living the abundant e in Chrisl. He gives
us His Word. If we walk in it, our joy will be progressively full, despite the effects of lving in 2
sin-corrupted body and world for now that Is passing away (John | 5ii-11; 16:10; 1 John
2:17), We experience Christ and the new life He has given us only to the extent to which our
{noughts and ways come into conformity to His {3 John 2:3; 4:16; 2 Peter 3:18}. In your

fetter you said, “| have tumed over my problems 10 God.” This Is a commen phrase among
Christians. However, it can be a somewhat confusing phrase. If you are saying that your
responsibifity is over and God is obligated to now make sure you are never tempied again ir
the particular sin you are struggling Witk or provide you vith something He has not already
provided for you to not sin, this is simply not how God says it works. As long as we are in
this sin corrupted body and world we will experience the lemptation: to sin from within (the
flesh). from without (the world), and from Satan, At imes God does remove the {emptation,
but this is not the norm. The norm {that which is generally frue for every beflever) is that He
expects us to not sin and to fve a joy and peace-filled life (despite inevitable trials and
templations) by befieving/depending upon that which He has already amply provided {John
16:33; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18; James 111-12; 1 lohn 2:17)..

ere is how God says it works (the good news of God's provision): Regarding the
temptation 1o sin, God has put alf believers in union with His Son and, therefore,
when He died, we died with Him. He died for us and also as us. This brought about an
itaportant change in sin’s relafionship to us. Death severs sin's master-slave relationship
wilh us. Sin is st present within us, bt we are nof under any obligation to listen to it. We

are nio fanger its slave (Romans 6; 1 Cor 1:30). Further, God has given us His Spirit to
empowerfenable us nat.only to say no to sin or to respond to it as a dead man would, but
also to do what is right. His Spirit is now the dorainant/ruling power within us. This is whal it
means o be “in the Spirit” instead of “in the flesh” (Romans 8:11). The Spirit aims to
manifest or make frue or real in our dally éxpertence Christ's victory over sin on the tross.
The flesh (sin within} was and is more powerful than we are, but God's Spirit is more
powerful than the flesh. However, this requires your cooperation. He has also given us His
Word so that we know of His abundant provision in order lo experience defiverance from
sin's power by befieving it As we received new Iife by falth, we can orlly live out this fife by
faith (Colossians 2:6-7). Do you see? If we believe this good news of God's grace proviston,
we vill grow in the experiencing of His fife at work in us and through us (Philippians 2:13; 2
Peter 3:18}. You na longer have o sin (Romans 8:12): you are.nol helpless against itf God
has already provided (aiready answered your prayer for deliverance when you repented of
your sin in Ged's presence and beffeved on Jesus Who died and now lives to sel you free
from siv's penalty and power)l He has made you a new creafion and given you His
natureflife and Spirit 1o live a new life =

to God, He has given you everything
you need io live a fife of godliness {2
Peter 1:3-4; 2 Corinthians 5:17, 21). If
you believe this, you can say ro ta the
usts of your flesh right now and every
day. 1t is only in light of His great and
all-suffident grace provision that Ged
tells us to “pur off” {stop) our old way of lving and “puf on Christ” (His character and
behavior)—Eph 4:22:24; Rom 13114, He also says, "Depar? from inigtiy” (2 Timothy
2:19), “Thase who have believed in God should be carelul to engage in good deeds and be
obedient* (Titus 3:1-8). and "W are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works . . . thal we should walk in ther” (Ephestans 2:1-10), He means i when He says
these things.

The reality now for every believer in Christ is that God's love for us by the Gt of His
Sonand Bis nature now within us compel us to love and obey Him. His Spiril within us
empovwers Us to do so. Now, when temptation comes, you can resisi it and obey God, ding
right instead of wrong by beffeving that your retationship with sin has been severed/broken
and God's Spirit is within you to empower you to do right, When you move fo obey, you wil
know it is not in your strength to do it but God at work in you (Phil 2112-1 3}, It is impertant
to understand that the flesh cannot force you to sin, Sin requires your tolal cooperation. ¥
you present yourself to sin so your members <ar: carry out its cravings, you wil be its slave.
Present yourself to God! He has bought you frem the slave market of sin with His Son's
bleod. With Hime you have died and in Him you have received new life, This life is meant lo
be fived oul through the members of your body to glorify God and proclaim or exalt the
haracter and life of His Son on the earth (Rom 6:13: 12:1-2; 1 Cor 6:19-20},

Maybe the following iltustration will help you to see this spiritual truth *A
slave is purchased from his master so that he is now legally free. His ofd master has
no legal charge over him whatsaever, and he has it in writing to prove it, His freedom has
the backing of the faw of the land—the authorities (the ruling power). the courts, the laws
etc. which, of course, are far mere powerful than his old master. So he goes free fo live a
ne iife, However, his old master comes calfing on him to do his work as he used to do. He
knows he is free, bul he goes along wilh His old master into bondage ence again, back to
his oid Wfestyle. Now, the one who purchased his freedom sees him slaving away in
bondage. T he didn’t know better, he would think the man was legally a stave because what
fool would be a slave if he didn't have 16 be. What free person would go and willingly
become a sltave under the delusion that being 2 slave offered something betler Ihan
freedom?H{In doing so, even though greal and sufficient provision has been ruade for his
freedom, he makes it of no practical effect by obeying his old master.} Well, the one who
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purchased his freedom pleads with the man, telling him. You_ are free! You are nol
obligated to obey your old master! You do not have to fisten to him or do what he says, and

he can not do a single thing to youl A life of freedom from your ol ke awaits ,yoy.“bul' you -

must live in light of the fact that | have purchased you; you are fres! | can fof force you to
experience this freedom and new fife to ihe fullest. You posses-it, sut you are not living it,
experiencing it. Do not five in bondage! YOU ARE FREE! YOU ARE FREEN LIVE FREEN™

Now, God is pleading with you by His Spirit in union with Hic Word fo do the same.
*He Whom the Son sets free fs free indeedt® {In 8:36). By God's grace provision you
@n experience freedom from sin's powerful lusts. Yet, many have ot heard of his good
news, Therefore, although many have been freed from sin's bendage and passes new fife
irom above, they are not experiencing this freedom and, therefore, nat experiencing the
abundant ife of Jesus which they possess {fohn 10:10b) First Corinthians 10:13 tells us
that templation is common to all. You are not alone, We ail have the same prindple of sin
vithin that lusts after and desires 1o fatch onto temptation wher presented to-us. This
makes Us our own warst enermy, While in this body, the flesh wars with the Spirit, The result
is the inward struggle you are experiencing along with every believe- (Gal 5:16-17; Rom 7).
Sin is calling on you but so is God's Spirit—the Spirit of Christ {(Chris: is your new Master—
1 Cor 9:21). Y>u have lo take sides
with Him and against your flesh(sin
within). When you are tempted or have
- 2 thought that is contrary to God's
* Word, judge the thought for what 1t is
{SINFUL, against God) and answer the
¢ temptation by aqresing with God that it
is sin and that your bedy is no longer
your own or sin's but the Lord's
* because you were purchased with His
blood. As long 2s you do this, you can
obviously not be in cooperation with
the flesh, and i requires your cooperation to act its lusts out through the members of your
body (Titus 2:11-14). Fellowship with God is truly the good life. It is far betler than
whatever sin is offering. If you believe this, your sinful habit can be zvey right now because
if you believe this, you wif say na to the sin and move to do right, finding that there is the
power within you to do It

he second part of 1 Corinthians 10:13 says God is faithiul. This is true, but in your

letter you have enterlained the idea that God has failed since you ¢ontinue o be

tempted and continue to sin, Therefore, much confusion in yaur mind has resufted.
You are hebpless if you do not believe God's Word! God has made orarwhelmingly sufficient
pravision for us, and He makes it known to us through His Word, Tharefore, to not believe
His Word is to deny the provision He has made for you and, the-efore, make it of no
practical effect in your fife {1 Thess. 2:13). You cannot know His Werd experientially (fve it
outwardly) until you know it (believe it) absolutely, as truth inwardly, “u simply, you can not
live it until you believe it. Believing or faith comes by hearing (Rom 10:17). God is faithiul
and true and every man a liar, Let's be honest, you and | are unfaithful; God cannot be
unfaithful. He is God! It is impossible for Him to be unfaithful or fail o~ fie (Heb 6:18; 2 Tim
2:13). IF you do not start and continue on this basic fundamenta) trch, you will be swayed
and tossed by every feefing and idea that enters your mind from any athsr source than God,
Remember, Satan only had to lead Eve to believe that Ged had not tatd the whole truth and
all creation was cursed. Do not fall into the same trap, Take sides ageinst any thought which
comes into your mind which is not consistent with God’s Word, Do this and you will find that
over time your mind wil be renewed as you replace your old sl thoughts with the
thoughts of God in His Word. Definitely begin memorizing Scripture, same that | have given
you in this letter, When you are tempted, once you judge the though (put off), replace i1 in
your mind with Scripture {put on}. God teaches us not onily to put off the sinful habil but to
replace it with a gody one (Ephesians 4:22-24; Rom 13:14). Like a Jot of believers,
including myself, you have walked in sin for quite a number of years before repenting and
puiting your faith In Christ, So # will take time to replace the old ways in your mind with the
new. Bul, it is high time that we serve the Lving God with cur whole heart, don't you think?
He saved you for you to no lenger serve self but Him. To Him alone s due all the worship
and service and glory of the visible and invisible creation {2 Cor 5:15; 1 Pet 4:1-3).

Aiso, we were created in God's image. One aspect of this is that we have a will te
choose. We don't jusi automatically do one thing. There are a sea of options and
influences all around us acting upon our wil. This greally influences the choices we

make. Ulimately, the chaices we make delermine our character and walk. You can say thal

vie become what we are occupied with or what we sef our heart on {wrat we allow ourselves

o be influenced by). This is why God says, “ Zhink an " that which is “pure, just, lovely, of

good repart, virtuous, praisewortly " (Phifipplans 4:8), “Set your ming on things above, . "

(Colosstans 3:1-4), “Keep your eves on Hin (Christ) " (Heb 12:1-2). and “Buf we af, with

unveled face, behotding as in a mirror the Glory of the Lord, are being transformed info the

same fmage from glory to glory, just as by the Spirt of the Lord “(2 Cor 3:18). ff we oecupy

Yow mind vith the fhings of this world that feed the flesh Jike TV, worldly comparty,
materiak things, and worldly goals, then these things will influence our cholces and,
ultimately, characterize ur life behavior, We will be as the worid s {worldly Christians). But,
if we are ‘occupied with Chrlst, ¥ He taplures our attention (He is Beautiful Beyond
Description you knowl). we wil day by day take on His morale likeness. We wil progressively
fhink His thoughts and imitate Him! *4s He /5 50 are we in 1His work' “{1John 4117},

liimately, you have God's Word that He il complete the go0d work of iransforming

you into the Bkeness of His Sen Jesus Christ. He wall resurrect your sleeping bedy,
ghving you a new body without sin within so you will never sin again. To God be the Glory, for
great things He has done, is doing, and wit do when He retums {Phil. 1:5; Rom. 8:28-29;
1 Cor, 15:50-58), As you fearn te rely on His provision for deliverance from {emptation as
well as for peace in this world and joy i difieft circumstances, you will learn fhat He is
sufficient in all things. He is your portion. He is af you need—your Al in Al You are
complete in Him. Every spiritual blessing is yours'in Christ. God has withheld no good thing
from you. Templation pleads with you to believe the fie that God is withholding something
good from you. Remember, God is true and faithfut and everything contrary to Him is a liel
Also, remember thal which is truly good is defined by God {His character, His Word) not the
world, Satan, or your flesh, Do not let them redefine that which is good. In your flesh dwells
no good thing, Every.good thing is from God. God alone is good {Col 2:3-10; Psa. 27:4-5;
T19:68; Matt. 19:17:Jas 1:17; Rom, 7:18; Lam, 3:24.25; Eph 1:3-14),

Qhe fast thing fram 1 Corinthians 10:13. The “way out” God has provided is what |

have been speaking about, 2 Cor. 12:9:10 helps to explain it—His grace {God's
Spirit and-Word working within you) is-sufficient for you ta resist any temptation, lo do what
is pleasing in His sight, and be sustained through any trial {even with the Lord’s joy). Htis
not “| am trying to do right” as if | have 0 work tp the strength to beat the flesh, Rather, i
is, "I know God is at work in me to do right, and He is far more powerfuf than the flesh,” “I*
against the flesh wili be defeated, but it is God Who gaes before you to fight, and this
guarantees victory over sin, Therefore, believe this and go 16 do right knowing God will do &t
for you, in you, Do you believe God is more powerful than the flesh? If so, then you know
you can have victory over the sinful habit. It is no longer you but Christ Who lives in you
(Eph 3:20: Rom 13:14; Gal 2:20; 5:16, 24, 25; Phil 2:13; 413; Eph 4:13-15; Deut 1:30:
Rom 8:2). This way is not 1o work but to rest in His work for you and within you, With God's
provision, no templation or frial in fife is teo much for you te bear, 1 Corinthlans 10:13 also
tells us that the intensfty of templations and trials is urder God's contrel, See Job. God put
fimits on what Satan was allowed 1o do to Job, fimiting Job's temptation for his faith 1o fail in
the midst of adversly, “This far you may come and no farther” {Job 1:12; 2:6; 38:11),

Finaﬂy. as you grow in godliness, you wil fail af times because you believe the fie that
sin, Satan, o the world 1efs you instead of God. When You do sin, take it serlousfy bui
do rot wallow in defeat. Da not let failure defeat you. Failure should result in you

dinging to Christ because you see all the more that you are helpless without Him as you
become more and moare aware of your selffsinful nature, Or, you can hide from God as
Adam and Eve did In the Garden and, therefore, let failure keep you from His presence when
His presence is the very thing you need in order to be iransformed, You must go into the
presence of God, into the light, The fear is that in the ight you wil be rejected by a holy
God. But, God's Jove has made provision and accepts you in Christ. He now pleads with us
afl to walk in the light where the
forgiveness and deliverance flows. In
the light we find abundant mercy and
grace to remove all our sins as well as
provision to sin no more. When Adam
and Eve stepped out from their hiding
place, they found that God had already
provided for them what they could net
provide for themselves (Gen 3:21). So
when you sin, repeni 1o God in His
presence in prayer. Take sides against
yourself, agreeing with God about yaur
sin and turn fem it You have
asswrance from His Word that your
salvation is secure because # is
accemplished by God, not you, Be ‘

thankful to God for His Son Who has saved you. You are forgiven by His blood! (1 Jn 1:1—

&1; Prov 28113 Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Cor, 7:9-1 1). Learn lo appreciate this all the more as

you confess your sin. Go on then in happy fellowship vith God. afl the more thaniful for and

eyes wide open to the all-suffidiency of Christ to meet your greatest needs, Keep in step

vith His Spirit, depending on God’s great grace provision to do right and niot sin (Amas 3:3;

Gal 5:16-25). '

Sincerely in Chyist,

Take the Emmaus Road to Blble nowtedge
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